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They often say that if you write ghost stories or stories about 
the underworld/ you can get cursed. If and when that happens/ 
you can get rid of the evil by going to a temple or having a 
purification ceremony performed...but I don't believe in gods or 
religion at all. The whole time I've been drawing the Hades arc/ I 
haven't been to a temple or done a purification ceremony, and 
I've been absolutely fine. Perhaps I have powerful guardian spirits, 
or maybe I'm not important enough for the underworld to bother 
with...No, wait a sec...What about those continual, hellish weekly 
deadlines? O-Pon'6 tell me that's... 

Masami Kurumada—1990 



Masami Kurumada made his manga debut in 1974 with 
Sukeban Arashi (Delinquent Storm), the story of the life of a 
teenage girl. His first big hit came in 1977 with the popular 
series Ring ni Kakero (Put It All in the Ring). In 1986, he 
truly hit it big when he created Saint Seiya (Knights of the 
Zodiac), which was first serialized in Weekly Shonen Jump 
magazine, then went on to span 28 volumes, 114 TV episodes, 
four movies and a video game! 
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LECENDS SPEAK OF YOUHG MEN WHO 
PROTECTED THE CREEK CODDESS ATHENA. KNOWN 
AS ATHENA'S KNICHTS, THEY WERE SAID TO WIELD 
PUNCHES THAT CRACKED THE SKy AND KICKS THAT 
SPLIT THE EARTH. 

TO RAISE WARRIORS WITH THE STRENGTH TO FICHT 
FOR PRINCESS SIENNA, THE INCARNATION OF ATHENA, 
LORD NOBU OF THE CRANDE FOUNDATION SENT 100 
BOYS INTO THE WORLD TO TRAIN AS KNICHTS. FOUR 
BRONZE KNICHTS-SEIYA, HyOOA, SHIRYU, AND 
SHUN--SUCCEEDED BRILLIANTLY IN THEIR TRAINING. AT 
SANCTUARy, THE HEADQUARTERS OP KNICHTHOOD, 
THEy DEFEATED THE CORRUPT MASTER OF SANCTUARy, 
SEMIN I KNICHT SAC A. BEFORE THE BRONZE KNICHTS 
COULD RECOVER FROM THEIR INJURIES, THE SEA COD 
POSEIDON AWOKE PROM HIS SLUMBER AND ATTACKED 
HUMANITY. THROUCH LOVE AND JUSTICE, ATHENA AND 
HER KNICHTS DEFEATED POSEIDON AND RESTORED 
PEACE TO THE EARTH. 

NOW HADES, THE COD OF THE UNDERWORLD, HAS 
AWAKENED AND BECUN HIS PLAN TO CONQUER THE 
WORLD. AS ATHENA RECOVERS PROM HER ORDEAL 
WITH POSEIDON, SANCTUARY IS INVADED BY THE 
SPECTERS, MINIONS OF HADES. AND AMONC THE 
SPECTERS ARE FORMER COLD KNICHTS/ 
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■ THE SIXTH 
PAIACB! 
THE PAIACB 
O? THE 
> MAIPEN// 


IT'S TRUE/ 
THIS IS THE 
PALACE 
SHAKA IS 
SUPPOSED TO 
DEPEND... 


HAW...MAYBE 
SHAKA AND 
SACA WIPED 
EACH OTHER 
OUT WHEN 
THEIR COSAAOS 
CLASHED. 


...BUT 

IT'S 

like AN 

M EMPTY 
HUSK. 
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VIRGO 

SHAM 

























TBNMHAJA, 
CHIMIMORYdi 
THB HBAVBNS 
SHALL 
CONQUBR 
BVIL! 
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CUBB! 









THE WO 
BEHINIP HIM 

as mu... 







































UNQBRTHB 


























IF YOU 
REALLY WANT 
ATHENA'S 
HEAR, LEAVE 
HIM TO US!! 





























PONI'T 
WOLP 
BACK! 
GO OH! 


FOOLISH TO 
THINK X COULD 
FACE THREE 
FORMER COLD 
KNIOHTS AT 





























AS YOU CAN SEE, 
I'VE TAKEN CARE 
OF YOUR LITTLE 
WATCHDOOS. 


TRUE 

INTEN¬ 

TIONS? 









LIFE Obi THE 
LINE TO STRIKE 
YOU THREE 
POWN/ 









































































HEU... YOU'VE 
ALREADY STOOPED 
TO WORKING FOR 














HAT CREATED 
UNIVERSE, Bl 
sFOCUSED ON 
SINOLE POIN1 







































































































ALL THE 
POWER OF 
THE 310 
3AN0 WA5 
UNLEASHEP 
ON A 5IN0LE 
POINT... 


...IN 

THE 

04 RPEN 
OF THE 
SALA 
TREES... 


...OUT- 
SIPE THE 
PALACE 
OF THE 
MAIPEN... 








ALL THINGS. 

ARElIMPER- 

;MANENT..t& 




THE PROS- 


\WlMTA 






































...EVENjTHE ,,\THEf 
UNlte'RSEf \‘EARTH, 

%?Mfw 

1'SOMEPAY GALAXY.. . 

^ENP^ 


FLOWERS 

BLOOM, 

THEN 

SCATTER. 


TWINKLE, 

/ET 

SOMEPA/ 

WILL 

FAPE. 


...A HUMAN 
LIFE IS BUT 
A FLEETING 
GLIMMER... 


COMPARER 
TO THIS... 



































SH AKA... 

Eou&m 


LEr 9 REVEAL 
THE TRUTH, 
HERE ANN 
NOW... 


WE WEAR 
URONYOUR 
50UL...THAT 
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STEP 

ASIPE, 

mu 
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SHUT 

UPH 


TAS7Z MY 
CRIMSON 
ATTACK! « 


























CAPITULATION 
OR PEATH? AS 
YOU KNOW, THE 
SCARLET NEEPLE 
ALLOWS THE 
VICTIM TIME TO 
MAKE A CHOICE. 


IS YOUR 
ONLY 
, OPTION 
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WE CAN BARELY 
STANP...OUR 
COSMOS ARE 
pwinplinc...oup 

STAMINA'S POM 
TO NOTHING...THIS 
IS ALL WE HAVE 


we HAVE 
NO QUALMS 
ABOUT USINQ 
THE ATHENA 
EXCLAMATION 

























£N0U£H 

TALK// 


HERE 

WE 

coma. 


YOU'LL 

PESTR0Y 

EVERY¬ 

THIN^// 


WAAAAH 




